
MINISTRY OF FISHERIES 
FISHERIES QUARTERLY REPORT 

THIRD QUARTER 2024 July-September, 2024 

MARINE EXPORTS 
The total volume of marine products exported this quarter was 433.1mt, 
consisting of 2.25mt of shark meat, 7.002mt of seaweed and 423.87mt of 
tuna. There were no snapper exported this quarter resulting in sold local-
ly. Tuna continues to make up the majority of exports, accounting for 
97.9%, while the remaining 2.1% was distributed among other products. 
Exports performance showed an increase from July to August, as then 
decrease in September.  

Excluding aquarium products, the total quantity of fish exports this quar-
ter rose by 65% compared to the previous quarter (Q2, 2024), and also 
increased of 17% compared to that of the same quarter last year (Q3, 
2023) 

The total FOB value of marine exports for this quarter was approximate-
ly TOP 1.8million, marking a 52.2% increase from the previous quarter 
(Q2, 2024) and a only 5% increase compared to the same quarter last 
year (Q3, 2023). 

TUNA FISHERY 
In the third quarter of 2024, the total quantity of tuna exported was 
423.87mt, marking an increase of 64% compared to previous quarter and 
again a 26.9% increase compared to the same period last year. Export 
trends of tuna showed an increase from July to August, then decrease in 
September, due to reduced active vessels with low catch rates. 

The total tuna catch offloaded this quarter was 485.9mt, sourced from 33 
fishing trips, 8 foreign and 25 domestic. Foreign fleets continued to 
dominate the catch, contributing 409.7mt. The foreign fleet’s catch 
showed a decreasing trend from over July to September, likely due to 
changing weather conditions and a reduced number of active vessels. 
Meanwhile, domestic vessels landed 76.2mt this quarter, conversely 
showed an increase trend over July to September.  

Foreign fleets’ overall performance in this quarter reflected a lower av-
erage catch compared to both the previous quarter (Q2, 2024) and the 
same quarter last year (Q3, 2023). However, their average catch per unit 
effort (CPUE) was higher than in both the previous quarter and the same 
period last year. Conversely, domestic fleets experienced lower average 
catches compared to both the previous quarter and the same period last 
year, and their CPUE reflected higher average compared to both of last 
quarter (Q2, 2024) and same period last year (Q3, 2023). 

Source: Fisheries exports database 

Source: Ministry of Fisheries Tuna exports database 

*FOB = Free On Board, describes a price which includes goods plus the services at the time of offloading from the vessel at first landing This is a static value desig-
nated to each export product. The value is an historical estimate and may not represent the true present value.  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

0.0

50.0

100.0

150.0

200.0

250.0

JUL AUG SEP JUL AUG SEP JUL

FJ TO TW

N
o.

 o
f T

ri
ps

/N
o.

 o
f v

es
se

ls

To
ta

l U
nl

oa
di

ng
 M

T

Total Unloading 3rd QTR 2024

SKJ YFT BET ALB

OTH NO. TRIPS NO. VESSELS



THIRD QUARTER MINISTRY OF FISHERIES 

SNAPPER FISHERY 
A total catch of 21.8 metric tons of snappers were unload-
ed during this quarter, which is a 0.4% increase from 
previous quarter. The snapper landings consisted of 9.1mt 
in July, 4.98mt in August and 7.72mt in September. There 
were no snapper exported this quarter resulted in sold 
locally. There were 31% of that total catch were flametail 
snappers (ETC).  

Overall, the average snapper catch for this quarter is 
slightly lower than that of the previous quarter (Q2, 2024) 
and higher compared to the same quarter last year (Q3, 
2023). The total catch per unit effort (CPUE) for snapper 
this quarter reflects a lower rate compared to both Q2, 
2024, and Q3, 2023. 

AQUARIUM FISHERY 

The total quantity of aquarium products exported this quarter 
was 16878 pieces, representing an 43% decrease compared to 
the 29981 pieces exported in the previous quarter. Hence com-
paring to the same quarter last year, which were 17165 pieces 
exported, this marks a 1.7% decrease as well.  

Livefish were the largest category, with 12662 pieces exported, 
followed by hard corals with 2522 pieces. Soft corals totaled 
1358 pieces and invertebrates were the least exported at 336 
pieces.  

The total FOB value of the exported aquarium products this 
quarter was approximately TOP 0.1million, reflecting a 30%  
increase compared to the estimated export value for the previous 
quarter (Q2, 2024) and 40% rise compared to the same period 
last year (Q3, 2023).  

ARTISANAL FISHERY 

The total quantity of tuna artisanal fish recorded in this 
quarter was 1.8 metric tons which were caught and collect-
ed from three different sites.  The highest volume of tuna-
like species recorded during this quarter was at the 
Taufaáhau Wharf with 1.03mt, then Nafanua Wharf with 
0.4mt, and the least catch of 0.37mt recorded from Halae-
valu Wharf. 

The highest catch landing this quarter was recorded in Au-
gust with 0.8mt, followed with 0.493 in September and 
0.492mt in July. The artisanal performance for this quarter 
shows a decrease of 61% compared to previous quarter (Q2, 
2024) and decreased of 52% compared to Q3, 2023). 

Ministry of Fisheries, P.O. Box 871, Nuku’alofa, Tonga. Phone: (676 7401201) Fax: (676 7401200). For queries regarding this report, contact ceo@tongafish.gov.to 
or siolaamalimali@gmail.com 

DOMESTIC MARKET 

There were total of 26.3 metric tons of marine resources rec-
orded in this quarter, from different sites within Tongatapu, 
Haápai and Vavau. This performance shows a decreasing trend 
8.5% compared to he previous quarter (Q2, 2024) and also 
increase from the same period last year (Q3, 2024) with 55.1% 
However, the amount recorded this quarter was valued at ap-
proximately TOP$0.0.45 millions which shows a decreased of 
4.2% compared to the previous quarter (Q2, 2024) and higher 
than that of the same quarter last year (Q3, 2023) with 53.3%. 

The average domestic price for each species varied from time 
to time according to market demand for fish but usually the 
changes in fish market price is determined by the quantity of 
marine products available at that time in the market.  

Total Volume and Value by Commodity by Site for Q3, 2024. 


