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SECOND QUARTER 2024 April - June, 2024 

MARINE EXPORTS 
The total volume of marine products exported this quarter was 
151.462mt, consisting of 3.868mt of shark meat, 0.039mt of snapper, 
0.005mt of seaweed and 147.55mt of tuna. While snapper was exported 
this quarter, it amounted to only 39kg for a trial shipment, with the rest 
sold locally. Tuna continues to make up the majority of exports, account-
ing for 97.4%, while the remaining 2.6% was distributed among other 
products. Exports performance showed a declined from April to May, as 
there were no exports in May, followed by a slightly recovery in June.  

When excluding aquarium products, the total quantity of fish exports this 
quarter fell by 53.6% compared to the previous quarter (Q1, 2024), due 
to a reduction in trips from 46 in Q1 to 35 in this quarter.  

The total FOB value of marine exports for this quarter was approximate-
ly TOP 0.86million, marking a 76.7% decrease from the previous quarter 
(Q1, 2024) and a 60.9% decrease compared to the same quarter last year 
(Q2, 2023). 

TUNA FISHERY 
In the second quarter of 2024, the total quantity of tuna exported was 
147.55mt, marking a decline of 78.8% compared to the previous quarter 
and 63% decrease compared to the same period last year. The export 
value for this quarter was approximately $0.7million, representing an 
81% drop from the previous quarter and a 65% decline from the same 
quarter in 2023. Export trends showed a decrease from April to May, 
with no exports in May, followed by a slightly increase in June.  

The total tuna catch offloaded this quarter was 294.75mt, sourced from 
35 fishing trips, 8 foreign and 27 domestic. Foreign fleets continued to 
dominate the catch, contributing 225.9mt. The foreign fleet’s catch 
showed a downward trend from April to June, likely due to changing 
weather conditions and a reduction in the number of active vessels. 
Meanwhile, domestic vessels landed 68.85mt this quarter, also showing 
a decrease from April to May, followed by a slightly increase in June.  

Foreign fleets’ overall performance in this quarter reflected a lower av-
erage catch compared to both the previous quarter (Q1, 2024) and the 
same quarter last year (Q2, 2023). However, their average catch per unit 
effort (CPUE) was higher than in both the previous quarter and the same 
period last year. Conversely, domestic fleets experienced lower average 
catches compared to both the previous quarter and the same period last 
year, with their CPUE reflecting their reduced catch performance. 

Source: Fisheries exports database 

Source: Ministry of Fisheries Tuna exports database 

*FOB = Free On Board, describes a price which includes goods plus the services at the time of offloading from the vessel at first landing This is a static value desig-
nated to each export product. The value is an historical estimate and may not represent the true present value.  
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SNAPPER FISHERY 
A total catch of 21.71 metric tons of snappers were unloaded 
during this quarter, with 3.32mt in April, 9.12mt in May and 
9.27mt in June. Only 39kg of snappers were exported this quar-
ter, as it was a trial for marking testing, while the rest were sold 
locally. June recorded the highest snapper landings for the quar-
ter, followed by May and April, which aligns with the number 
of active vessels and their trips throughout the period.  

Overall, the average snapper catch this quarter is higher that the 
previous quarter (Q1, 2024) but lower compared to the same 
quarter last year (Q2, 2023). The total catch per unit effort 
(CPUE) for snapper this quarter reflects the higher average 
catch rates compared to Q1, 2024, but remains lower than the 
CPUE for Q2, 2023) as proportion to their catch performances. 

AQUARIUM FISHERY 

The total quantity of aquarium products exported this quarter 
reached 29981 pieces, representing an 58% increase compared 
to the 12507 pieces exported in the previous quarter. When com-
pared to the same quarter last year, which saw 14517 pieces 
exported, this marks a 52% increase.  

Invertebrates were the largest category, with 18986 pieces ex-
ported, followed by live fish with 6097pieces. Live hard corals 
totaled 2894pieces and soft corals were the least exported at 
2004 pieces.  

The total FOB value of the exported aquarium products this 
quarter was approximately TOP 0.07 million, reflecting a 14.3% 
increase from the previous quarter (Q1, 2024) and a 38.6% rise 
compared to the estimated export value for the same period last 
year (Q2, 2023).  

ARTISANAL FISHERY 

The total quantity of tuna artisanal fish recorded in this 
quarter was 4.6 metric tons which were caught and collect-
ed from three different sites.  The highest volume of tuna-
like species recorded during this quarter was at the Nafanua 
Wharf with 2.9mt, then Taufaáhau Wharf with 0.87mt, and 
the least catch of 0.86mt recorded from Halaevalu Wharf. 

The highest catch landing this quarter was recorded in May 
with 2.4mt, followed with 1.1mt in April and 1mt in June. 
The artisanal performance for this quarter shows a decrease 
of 69% compared to previous quarter (Q1, 2024) and slight-
ly decreased of only 1.7% compared to that of the same 
quarter last year (Q2, 2023). 

Ministry of Fisheries, P.O. Box 871, Nuku’alofa, Tonga. Phone: (676 7401201) Fax: (676 7401200). For queries regarding this report, contact ceo@tongafish.gov.to 
or siolaamalimali@gmail.com 

DOMESTIC MARKET 

There were total of 28.75 metric tons of marine resources 
recorded in this quarter, from different sites within Tongatapu, 
Haápai and Vavau. This performance shows a decreasing 
trend of 52.4% compared to the previous quarter (Q1, 2024) 
and also an increase from the same period last year (Q2, 2023) 
with 48.5% However, the amount recorded this quarter was 
valued at approximately TOP$0.0.47 millions which shows a 
decrease trend compared to previous quarter (Q1, 2024) and 
higher than that of the same quarter last year (Q2, 2023) 

The average domestic price for each species varied from time 
to time according to market demand for fish but usually the 
changes in fish market price is determined by the quantity of 
marine products available at that time in the market.  

Total Volume and Value by Commodity by Site for Q2, 2024. 
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